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EVENTS:
Tuesday, December 2 – 8th grade field trip to

the Higgins Armory
Tuesday, December 4 – PTO meeting in the

Library
Monday, December 8 – Jewish Family

Service program at Heritage: Mom, Can I
Have a Cell Phone for Chanukah?

Wednesday, December 10 – 8th grade visit to
HHNE

Monday, December 15 - Movement in Tefillah
for Grades 6-8 with Jodi Falk

Wednesday, December 17 - Oranim Parent
Meeting for the Israel Study Tour

Sunday, December 21 – Third and fourth
grade to Ruth’s House for Chanukah
celebration

Monday, December 22 –  Kesher La Boger –
Connecting to our Graduates

Tuesday, December 23 - Chanukah Show!
Sunday, December 21 – Middle school

students perform for residents of Ruth’s
House

Monday, January 5, 2009 – Board Meeting
Monday, January 12 – Grade 3 visit to

GlenMeadow
Tuesday, January 13, 2009 – Geography

Fair and Bee; Open House; Joshua
Weiss speaks to Grade 2 about his
Experiences in Africa

Wednesday, January 14 – PTO meeting in
the Library, Gabriel Mayer Halevy
(Sulha) visits Heritage

Friday, January 16- Shabbat Assembly for
Grades K-5

Monday, January 19 – school open; Sheat
Chesed (Community Service) tutoring
program begins

Monday, January 26 – Sheat Chesed
(Community Service) at Square One
begins

Thursday, January 29 – 5th grade Parent
Meeting;

Friday, January 30 – 3rd Grade Chumash
Celebration

Monday, February 2 – Board Meeting
Wednesday, February 4 – Grade 1 to the

George Walter Vincent Smith Art Museum;
Community Rabbi  Breakfast; Wacky
Wednesday to benefit the Annual Fund

Thursday, February 5 – Grade 3 visit to
GlenMeadow; Sulamot Family Education
Program “Let’s Do Tzedakah”with artist
Emmett Leader

Monday, February 9 – Grades 4 and 5 field
trip to Mount Holyoke College
Greenhouse; Grade 6 to Ruth’s House
to celebrate Tu B’shevat; Israel Study Tour
Sendoff Assembly

Tuesday, February 10 – Open House, Grades 7
and 8 leave for Israel Study Tour

Monday, February 16 – Friday, February 20 –
No School, mid-winter break

Tuesday, February 24 – Grades 7 and 8 return
from Israel Study Tour

Thursday, February 26 – Family Education
Program Simply Tsfat 6:30 P.M. at the
Canal Gallery in Holyoke

Sunday March 1 – Regional Destination
Imagination tournament in West
Springfield

Tuesday, March 10 – 1:00 P.M. dismissal –
Purim; Megillah reading and Carnival

Friday, March 13 – Middle School to
Symphony Hall to hear Vivaldi’s Four
Seasons

Monday, March 16 – No school, teacher In-
Service day

Tuesday, March 24 – Annual Science Fair
Wednesday, March 25 – Middle School

Hannah Senesh program, film and
discussion at JCC with Lander
Grinspoon Academy and Lubavitcher
Yeshivah Academy

Tuesday March 31 – Traveling Lantern
Theater Company presents “The Life of
Beethoven”; Performing Arts Club
presents “Children of Freedom” a benefit
performance for Jewish Family Service’s
New Americans Program

MESSAGE FROM THE

HEAD OF SCHOOL:
Then Miriam the prophetess,

Aaron’s sister, took a timbrel in her hand,
and all the women went out after her in
dance with timbres. And Miriam chanted
for them: Sing to the Lord, for He has
triumphed gloriously; (Exodus 15:20-21)

This year, the Heritage Academy
students, parents, and teachers are
surrounded by music and art. At a time
when many schools are cutting their
music and art programs, we have
broadened and enhanced all our cultural
programming. Not just because the most
current educational research demonstrates
the value of the arts in supporting
positive academic achievement in all
subject areas, but because we recognize
that music and art ennobles the soul.
Guided by the vision of our music teacher
(Cantor Liz Berke), art teacher (Susan
Shaker), and family educator (Tali Edry),
and the support of the Head of School,
Heritage Academy Operating Budget, the
Arts & Culture Initiative of the Harold
Grinspoon Foundation, and the Anna P.
Housen Israel Desk, we have brought
music and art into the school as well as
guided our students (and parents) to
relevant experiences outside the school.

We have done this in a number of
ways. The theme of all our Family
Education programs has been to integrate
art and music with Jewish values and
ritual objects. We have made extensive
use of local artists: artist Emmett Leader
(Tzedakah Boxes and Mizrachs), artist
Lynn Hurley (Chanukah Candle Boxes),
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author Barbara Goldin, watercolor artist Abbie Stein (aleph beth),
and a calligrapher and paper-cutting artist. In collaboration with
the Lander-Grinspoon Academy, we had the musical trio, Simply
Tzefat, at Canal Gallery in Holyoke (which also had the exhibit:
Out of Eden). For Yom HaShoah, we will join in the Butterfly
Project, out of the San Diego Jewish Community, which allows
students to learn about the victims of the Holocaust and create
ceramic butterflies for a national memorial. The Traveling Lantern
Theater Company will perform The Life and Times of Beethoven
in our auditorium, and we are working on bringing Shakespeare
& Company in for a full production of Romeo & Juliet. Israeli
Sulha performed for all our students, and Kindergarten and First
Grade students will experience The Musical Petting Zoo of the
Springfield Symphony Orchestra. Instead of our usual
Scholarship Dinner, we will close out the year with concert
pianist Gilya Hodos performing at City Stage to raise the  funds
necessary for our scholarship students. Field trips have included:
The House of Seven Gables, the Springfield Symphony
Orchestra, Higgins Armory, Springfield Museum, Holyoke Art
Museum, and a theater performance of To Kill a Mockingbird.
Did you visit this year’s Geography Fair? The integration of art
into all the geography projects was nothing short of incredible.

At Heritage Academy we are committed to providing
your children with a rich and well-rounded education.  Schools
that embrace the arts have more self-motivated students, greater
parental involvement, and intensified student and teacher
engagement.  “The arts are a universal language, one that
bridges cultures and articulates the highest aspirations of
humankind.”  Isn’t that what we want for our children?  Tell your
friends about us; we have room to grow!

Dr. Deborah R. Starr

SHIMON SHUSHAN – JEWISH LIFE

DIRECTOR

Yes, indeed it is cold outside; but, in striking contrast,
here at Heritage Academy, it is emotionally warm and
intellectually busy. We are sure that all of you know that one of
our primary goals for this school year continues to be (as it
always has been), the absorption and internalization of the
incomparable spirit of Judaism in each and every one of our
students.

This year our students are playing a significant role in
our Rosh Chodesh Program (celebrating each new Hebrew
month) and they are making connections between their own lives
and the Jewish values that they are taught; this is demonstrated
via their beautiful projects. The values that we have discussed
most recently are Kindness, Heroism, Taking care of your body
and Protecting the environment. Your children’s projects are on
display in our auditorium, and you are encouraged to stop in and
look them over.

The Jewish holidays are always celebrated at Heritage
Academy with special assemblies and lots of participation.
Recent assemblies have included a Kabbalat Shabbat Assembly,
Tu B’Shevat Assembly and our Chanukah Show. The Chanukah
Show, led by Cantor Liz Berke, was outstanding. All the students’
dances and songs about Chanukah were exceptional. In addition
to this, a group of our students went to the Majestic Theater to
light the West Springfield community’s Chanukah menorah. We
were greeted by the Mayor and several City Councilors.  A recent
K-5 Kabbalat Shabbat assembly, led by Morah Idit and the first
and second grade students, was quite spiritual with lots of fun
for all. The students sang beautiful new melodies for Shabbat
songs, and practiced the rituals. Jodi Falk, Cantor Berke and our
first grade students performed an inspirational Midrash that
featured the two angels that escort each of us home on Friday
evenings. At the end of the assembly, our first graders blessed
each student with Shabbat Shalom and gave him/her a challah to
take home for Shabbat. Our K-5 Tu B’Shevat Assembly, led by
Morah Hofit and the third grade students, was another recent
highlight. Students passed through learning stations where they
planted seeds, made Tu B’Shevat Seder Plates, identified and ate
a variety of fruits and nuts, and made artistic trees.

Thanks to the generosity of the Anna P. Housen Israel
Desk, we had the opportunity to host Gabriel Mayer Halevy, the
head of the Sulha Institute who discussed with our students
ways of creating dialog in times of conflict. Gabi sang, danced
and talked with the students about peace.

Building on their experience at the TEVA Environmental
Learning Center, our sixth grade students are leading a campaign
based on the Jewish principle: Bal Tashchit (do not waste) -
Deuteronomy 20:19. They are encouraging their fellow students
to decrease P’solet (waste products: Ziplocs, plastic bags and
foil).

Our middle school students are currently fulfilling their
Sheat Chesed (Community Service) requirement after school. The
students are volunteers at the Jewish Nursing home, Rachel’s
Table, and tutoring students from the lower school and at Square
One (an educational center in Springfield). This is a great
opportunity for our students to give back to the community and
to fulfill the mitzvah of Chesed, performing acts of loving
kindness.

Recently, a unique program was instituted in third grade.
Once a month the students visit a group of residents at
GlenMeadow in Longmeadow. They socialize, play games, do
arts & crafts projects, and have a snack.  This new journey of
partnership is benefiting both our students and the residents.
Our students are internalizing and practicing the following:
“Before an old person you shall stand up and you shall honor
the presence of a Torah sage” - Leviticus 19:32

Indeed it is busy and warm in the heart of Heritage
Academy.
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Third Graders and their friends at Glenmeadow.

EMBODYING JUDAISM: MIDDLE SCHOOL

MOVES! – JODI FALK

Why move while praying?  What makes prayer moving?

This year, Jodi Falk, teacher, dancer, yogi and
choreographer, through partially subsidized funding from the
Harold Grinspoon Foundation, is spearheading a teacher-training
program at Heritage Academy. This teacher-training is a little
unusual; it is for Judaic studies teachers and their middle school
students, and it is teaching teachers and students to embody
tefillah and Jewish texts.  Students and staff are learning how to
create and discover movements that help them more fully
understand the morning prayers, such as the Asher Yatzar and
Elohai Neshama.  Students and staff are learning many different
ways to really listen, or “shema” so that we may be more
engaged when saying the Shema.  And all are finding ways to
embody aspects of the parsha shavua, by using movement as a
tool for enacting scenes and creating metaphors to resonate with
the texts’ meanings.

Based on the now famous theory of multiple
intelligences by Howard Gardner of Harvard University, many
students learn concepts kinesthetically, through the movement of
the body.  Students often speak about learning something better
when they experience it, or when they incorporate themselves
into the material being learned.  Falk also teaches secular public
school educators across the country how to bring movement into
their classrooms in order for their students to succeed.  Test
scores have proven to go up, not down, when using movement
and other art forms as a method for learning.

Using the arts as a form of learning does not replace
knowing and appreciating the traditional prayers and practices.
The arts are a way of enhancing those traditions, embodying

their wisdom, and remembering why they exist. At Heritage, our
goal is to open up the students to the immediacy of the prayers
by using their bodies.  It is, for the more observant, a new way of
seeing the old, and for the less observant, a way in to appreciate
the traditions.  8th grader, Jake Maniaci says, without inhibition, “I
love it! It makes me understand the prayers more.”  Jessica Faust,
also in 8th grade, said of the Shema day: “I love the silence.  It
makes me feel myself more.”

The final goal of this teacher-training project is to create
a curriculum that helps others incorporate movement into their
Judaic studies classes and into tefillah in Jewish  day schools. To
that end, work is also beginning in the lower school classes. This
is a first step towards those goals.  Thank you to Heritage
Academy and to Dr. Deborah Starr for opening its doors to
creative learning and holistic education!  And, thanks to the
middle school faculty, Rachel Wesley, Shimon Shushan, and
Cantor Liz Berke (who is volunteering her time on this project)
and the students for their open-hearted willingness and
dedication to the project. The Judaic staff of the middle school,
will be continuing to find ways for the students to move their
prayers, or to be moved by them, long after the residency is over.

Jodi Falk
www.dancingsoul.org
jodi@dancingsoul.org

FAMILY EDUCATION PROGRAM –
TALI  EDRY

“Upon three things the world stands – Torah, Avodah (prayer)
and Gemilut Hasadim (acts of loving kindness).”  -  Mishnah,
Avot 1.2

Our latest Family Education Program, “Let’s Do
Tzedakah”, for middle school students and their parents entailed
making a unique Tzedakah project.  The evening’s special guest
was the very talented Emmett Leader, an artist residing in
Northampton, who guided us in making our very own distinctive
clay Tzedakah boxes.

Leader is a nationally known creator of earthenware who
finds a tremendous sense of purpose, as well as an outlet for his
playful sense of humor, in creating Jewish ritual objects.  His
whimsical Tzedakah boxes, Seder plates, Menorahs, Havdalah
spice boxes, and Mizrachs (decorative plaques hung on the east
facing wall of a home, indicating the direction of Jerusalem) are
inspired by the paintings of the 20th century Israeli primitivist,
Shalom of Tzefat, historical synagogue and shtetl village
architecture, gravestone carvings from Eastern Europe, and
favorite Bible stories.

Ronen Wesley, an 8th grader shared:  “I appreciated that
Emmett approached each one of us.  He was patient in advising
me how I could develop my thoughts towards designing my
Tzedakah box.”
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Heritage Academy alumni were invited to speak about
their own Chesed (volunteer work in the community) projects.
Just talking about Tzedakah wasn’t enough; we also wanted to
act upon it by making 100 sandwiches for the Springfield Rescue
Mission. It was a gratifying experience to work as a team;
parents, students, and graduates.

Denise Broverman, Executive Assistant at our school,
also attended the evening’s program.  Although her children
have already graduated from Heritage Academy, she
keeps “adopting” a student in order to be part of our Family
Education series.  “I am really enjoying making this Tzedakah
box.  I can’t wait for the next program.”

ENRICHMENT WITH MRS. SHOLES
In the bleak and cold midwinter, things are hot and

happening in our Enrichment Program. Our four Destination
Imagination teams are performing at West Springfield High
School on Sunday, March 1st.  It has been a short preparation
season, between holidays, snow days and an early tournament,
but all of our teams have been working hard.  We have made
significant reductions in the indigenous cardboard box
population of Longmeadow… Special thanks to the parents and
teachers who have helped our Destination Imagination teams
this year as managers and appraisers:  Ms. Stokes, Mr. and Mrs.
Schneider, Mr. Katz, Ms. Lorenzo, and Mrs. Zmurko.  I also
appreciate the cooperation of our office staff and the parents
who have been so cooperative in arranging extra meetings, and
to Mrs. Shaker for allowing us to use her room and some of her
materials.

The sixth graders continue to study China in our
enrichment class.  Our wall maps were on display during the
Geography Fair, as well as projects on famous inventions from
China.  We’ve learned about foods of China (and even sampled a
few) and how to use chopsticks.  Now we will study the history
and religions of China as well as more about its social structure
and arts.  Maybe we will even be able to line up a field trip later in
the year.

Fifth graders are finishing up fractions and The Witch
of Blackbird Pond.  We will be going on a whole class field trip to
Wethersfield, Connecticut, the site of the novel, in early April.
After the math classes complete the fractions unit, they will move

on to Probability and Game Design.
The Fourth Grade is completing a math unit on

Data Analysis and Graphing, and will soon start to study
Algebra. They have also completed a book on
immigration and are beginning a new one on a
handicapped boy in medieval England.   We are writing
about math, making up stories, and even wrote a letter to
President Obama.

Third graders were able to see lots of Native
American artifacts from Mrs. Sholes’ personal collection.
The math enrichment group has been learning about
number systems from ancient Egypt and China.  Now
they are making up their own numeration systems.  Soon
we’ll move on to a Measurement Unit and draw our own
Yeti!  We have also been reading Lloyd Alexander’s
novel, The Book of Three, based on Welsh mythology.
Lots of unusual words and strangely spelled names in
that book!

Second graders are still working on problem-
solving in their math enrichment group, and we’ll vary
that with logic problems, Venn diagrams and coordinate

graphing.  I am looking forward to sharing some fossils and
dinosaur news with the class.

First graders and kindergarten had a lesson in the
inflatable planetarium and the inflatable globe.  Some first
graders have been studying plants and others have been solving
math problems and logic grid problems.

Independent study projects are running the gamut from
drawing, architectural design, gliders and music albums to a
variety of board games.  Each student chooses a topic of interest
and works on his/her project during a weekly session.  I look
forward to seeing the finished products this spring.

There will be kites and other projects coming up in the
spring along with the flowers.  We look forward to sharing some
of them with the Heritage family.

Lauren  and her mother Miriam work on their tzedakah box together.
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This semester has passed all too quickly.  Perhaps, the
reason is not the short calendar; instead, the reason is the packed
curriculum that the Middle School students have experienced.

Grade 6 has been studying the short story, developing
weekly vocabulary, studying and applying grammar to their
writing, and writing expository essays—summary, description,
comparison/contrast, response to literature, and narration in
exposition.  Next semester, drama, the novel, and nonfiction are
the literature focus, along with studying the rest of the parts of
speech.  Writing will encompass literary analysis, process, and a
research report with culminate this year’s curriculum.

Grade 7 has completed the short story unit by writing a
Response to Literature essay analyzing Edgar Allan Poe’s “The
Tell-tale Heart.”  In addition, the seventh graders have written
two research reports using an efficient process that utilizes the
computer for research, note taking, and writing drafts.  Reading
Mark Twain’s The Prince and the Pauper, analyzing the themes of
the novel using the literary terminology, and writing essays have
enriched students’ experience.  Moreover, weekly vocabulary and
grammar work have rounded out their expressive skills.  In
addition to Poe’s short story, the short stories of Isaac Bashevis
Singer, Shirley Jackson, Maya Angelou, and Ray Bradbury were
read.  Across Five Aprils, the drama The Diary of Anne Frank, and
various types of nonfiction will direct the spring semester’s
curriculum.

Grade 8 has enjoyed studying a mature and challenging
reading program that includes the Heroic Tradition epics of
Arthur, Don Quixote, Ramayana, and The Odyssey.  They have
read, studied, and analyzed short stories and have recently
completed the novel To Kill a Mockingbird.  On March 19, they
will attend a performance at the Hartford Stage in Hartford,
Connecticut.  Expository writing skills of analysis, comparison/
contrast, persuasion, and Response to Literature continue to be
developed in weekly writings.  Sophocles’s Antigone and
Knowles’s A Separate Peace will round out the spring trimester.

MIDDLE SCHOOL ENGLISH/
LANGUAGE ARTS - GLORIA N. ROY

PARODY ESSAY

JESSICA - GRADE 8

Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes is a parody of the
chivalric traditions.  A parody is a humorous imitation of a style of
writing, or a work of literature or art.  When Cervantes makes fun of
chivalric traditions, he humorously contrasts what a good knight should
be with Don Quixote.  For instance, Don Quixote uses old, rusty armor
(Cervantes 1009) to dress for his battles and journeys while the ideal
knight buys expensive armor that is strong, shiny, sturdy, and well
fitting. The nag that Don Quixote chooses as his steed is extremely
weak with “cracked hooves” (1010), while the ideal knight tries to gain

a strong, beautiful steed as his companion.  Don Quixote, crazy
himself, has a squire, Sancho Panza, who is in contrast, more
experienced and practical than he is (1011.)  A knight in chivalric
traditions usually trains an inexperienced squire to be practical and
chivalrous, while Sancho Panza attempts to make Don Quixote see
reality (1011).  The ideal knight’s exploits are fighting evil, such as
dragons or foreign enemies, and saving his damsel.  Don Quixote,
however, fights imaginary foes, like windmills and his lady love is the
farm girl, Aldonza Lorenzo (1011.) Like the fictional stories that made
him delusional, the language Don Quixote uses is flowery and
meaningless.  The language used even in chivalric traditions is very
simple, clear, and to the point.  The parody Don Quixote by Miguel de
Cervantes successfully makes fun of chivalry by comparing Don
Quixote to an ideal knight.

Works Cited
Cervantes, Miguel de.  “Don Quixote.”  Prentice Hall Literature:
Bronze.  New

Jersey: Prentice Hall Inc., 2005.  1007-14.

WHAT MAKES A GOOD BOOK?
ARI - GRADE 6

Have you been bored by a book after reading it for five
minutes?  Sometimes, a novel can be so interesting that the reader is
unable to put down the book.  How can one tell a good novel from a
bad one?  A good novel must tell a good story.

A good story should be action-filled like an adventure story.
An example of this is The Spiderwick Chronicles.  In this adventurous
story, the main character, Jared, fights monsters to save his house.
Stories about fighting also have a lot of action.  Jared fights an ogre to
protect his brother and sister.  Some adventure novels feature
supernatural feats, making the story very exciting.  The ogre in The
Spiderwick Chronicles can turn into different animals, people, and
return to his own shape.  Novels must be action packed to be
considered a good story.

Another essential part of a good novel is suspense.  A
mystery is a type of novel that keeps the reader interested, because he
or she perhaps wants to find out who committed the crime or how it
will get solved.  Suspense is often present in a novel about conflict.  In
The Pearl, the main character, Kino, must decide between keeping the
pearl and throwing it into the sea.  It is hard to put The Pearl down,
because the reader wants to know how Kino resolves his conflict.
Suspense is very important to a good novel.

Finally, a good story must have vivid description.  An
example of this is the time when Kino finds the great pearl.  He
describes the pearl as “perfect as the moon” and “as large as a seagull’s
egg” (Steinbeck 25).  The reader can really picture the pearl from this
description.  When the baby Coyotito is stung by the scorpion, the
reader really feels Kino’s fear when the author writes that the
scorpion’s “stinging tail was straight out behind him” (Steinbeck 7).

If a novel tells a good story, it is action-filled, suspenseful,
and gives vivid descriptions.  When a novel is good, one reads it quickly
and can be slightly sad when it ends.  If it was a good story, the reader
often hopes that there will be a sequel someday.
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ESSAY

MATT  - GRADE 7

One great and life changing moment for me was my Bar
Mitzvah.  There were many things I had to do to prepare for my Bar
Mitzvah;  one was to learn my readings in Hebrew and learn to chant
them.  Another thing was to write my Dvar Torah, which is an
explanation of the weekly torah portion.  Third was, with my parents,
to plan the luncheon and the night party, which took forever. This
experience changed my life in many ways.

Before my Bar Mitzvah, I did not respect certain Jewish
values.  For example,   I did not appreciate my Jewish heritage.
Another value was that I was not very connected to Hashem in my
prayers.  One other value that I did not respect was taking pride in
being a Jew.

As I was preparing for my Bar Mitzvah, I began to respect
my heritage while learning Jewish history with Rabbi Hyman.  It was
very exciting, and hearing him speak was excellent. One other value was
learning to be connected to Hashem in my prayers.   Since I was going
to prayer every morning and learning the meaning of the prayers, I was
also beginning to take pride in my Jewishness.  I learned more about
famous Jews who had helped change society.

After my Bar Mitzvah, I felt I fully understood these values.
I was very appreciative of my heritage as a Jew, after realizing all the
hardships my ancestors went through to attain freedom.  I became
connected to Hashem in my prayers. I have become knowledgeable
about what the Hebrew meant as I prayed at temple every morning.  I
felt confident in saying I am proud to be a Jew; I now know what many
famous Jews have done and the many great things they have done to
help society.

HOW DAVID BECAME KING

MICAH - GRADE 6

The Death of Shaul -  A man came from King Shaul’s camp and told
David that Shaul and his son, Jonathan, were dead. The man said that
Shaul was wounded in battle and he was told to kill him since he was in
so much pain.  The man also brought his crown to give to David.  When
David heard this he killed the man, because he had killed the king that
HaShem had chosen for the Jews. This helped David become king,
because now that there was no king of Israel, David would be able to
become king.  “I stood over him and put him to death”.
Mourning Over  Shaul -  After Shaul and Jonathan died, David was
very sad. To show his respect for them he wrote a eulogy for them.
This helped David become king, because when people saw David
mourning over Shaul’s death they saw how compassionate towards
others he was. David was sad even though Shaul was the only person
stopping him from becoming king.  Also, even though Shaul had
previously tried to kill David, he still mourned over Shaul’s death.
“David lamented with this lamentation over Shaul and over Jonathan
his son”
Going to Chevron - After Shaul died, David asked HaShem where he
should establish his kingdom.  HaShem told David to establish it in
Chevron.  When he went there, the men of Judah (the inhabitants of the
city) anointed him as king over their entire tribe. This helped David

because now he had a whole tribe supporting him. “The men of Judah
came there and anointed David as king over the House of Judah”
Shaul’s Burial - After the people of Yavesh-Gilead buried Shaul,
David thanked them for doing it.  He sent a messenger to them saying
that they were blessed for burying their master, Shaul.  He said that
they should be strong since their leader was dead. He also mentioned
that the men of Judah had anointed him as king over them. When David
sent the messenger to thank the men of Yavesh-Gilead, he also
mentioned that he was anointed as king over the men of Judah. This let
the men know that he was a king and now they might think about
supporting him too. “Shaul is dead, and also the house of Judah have
anointed me as king over them”
The War - Yoav (David’s general) and his soldiers met with Avner
(Ishboshet’s General*) and his soldiers around a pool in Givon.  Avner
told Yoav that they should have their soldiers demonstrate how strong
they were.  In order to demonstrate their strength, Yoav’s men would
sword fight with Avner’s men.  But what started out as a game turned
into a real fight.  Yoav’s brother, Ashael, chased Avner through Israel.
Avner told him to turn back or else he will die. Ashael didn’t listen; so
Avner killed him.  Afterwards, Yoav and his other brother, Avishai
chased Avner to the hill of Ammah.  Avner convinces the men to stop
fighting.  At the end of the war, nineteen of David’s men died while
three hundred and sixty of Ishboshet’s men had died. When people saw
that David’s little army had only lost a few soldiers while Ishboshet
had lost three hundred and sixty men, people realized how strong
David’s army was. “And the battle was very sore on that day and Avner
and the men of Israel were beaten before David’s servants.”
*Ishboshet was Shaul’s son.  He became king of Israel after Shaul died.
Avner Dies - After Ishboshet offended Avner, Avner decided not to
work for him anymore.  He then sent messengers to David asking him if
he can have an alliance with him.  David told him that he can, if he
brings his wife back from a man named Paltiel.  Avner agrees and brings
her back.  After, Avner starts to convince all of the people of Israel to
support David.  Later, Yoav kidnaps and kills Avner to avenge the death
of Ashael.  Avner had been a very popular general and when people
heard that David’s own general had killed him, they became angry.
David told the people that he had nothing to do with the murder.  Then
he started to mourn Avner’s death and told everyone to do the same.
Now the only person in charge of Israel was Ishboshet.  Ishboshet was
a very weak leader so soon David became king. “He struck him there
under the fifth rib, and he died (as revenge) for the blood of his brother
Ashael”
Ishboshet’s Death - Two men, Rechab and Baana, went to Ishboshet
and killed him.  They cut off his head and brought it to David, expecting
to be rewarded for killing Ishboshet.  When they told David about it,
instead of rewarding them, he had them executed for killing a man while
he was asleep.  David then buried Ishboshet’s head in Avner’s grave.
Now that Ishboshet was dead, and there was no one to take his place.
David would be able to become king. “ After they had entered the house
while he was asleep in his bed in his bedroom they struck him, and
killed him”
Officially King - All of the tribes came to Chevron and asked David to
be their king.  Then, the elders of Israel officially anointed him.  David
was thirty years old when he was anointed and reigned as king for forty
years.  He ruled in Chevron for seven years and six months.  Then he
ruled in Yerushalayaim.  Now that David was officially king, he would
have much more power. “And all the tribe came to David to Chevron,
and spoke, saying: ‘Here we are. We are your bone and flesh’”.
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PIDYON HABEN

DEVORAH - GRADE 8
During Talmud class over the past few months, we have been

learning about the father’s obligations towards his sons.  One of those
responsibilities is the Pidyon Haben Service. Pidyon Haben is the act of
being redeemed. The following article is about the service of the Pidyon
Haben.

Hello, I am here with you live today at a Pidyon Haben
service going on right now.  This service called Pidyon Haben, or
redemption of the first-born, is an important service done by the father
to his wife’s first-born son. If the women aborted before the birth of
this son, or has had a miscarriage, this mitzvah does not apply.   The
source of this mitzvah in the Torah in Exodus 13:13: “redeem every
first-male among your children”.

We must do this mitzvah because during the time of the tenth
plague, when G-d spared all of the Jewish first-born children, they were
given to G-d to serve in the temple.  During the time of the Golden
Calf, all the first-born sons participated except for the Levites so the
mitzvah in the torah changed to “And you shall take the Levites for me,
the Almighty, instead of each firstborn male child in Israel”.  The tribes
that contributed to the golden calf can no longer serve in the temple.  So
today, here at the Pidyon Haben service we are watching the baby being
redeemed.

One of the
important rituals of the
service is the price of the
redemption.  According
to Numbers 18:16, the
baby must be redeemed
on his thirty-first day of
life.  The father must
pay 5 shekels to the
Cohen for the service to
take place.   If the father
does not redeem his son,
the son must redeem
himself once he is mature
enough.  This service has
been quite an experience
and I’m glad I was able
to share it with you. 

Mr. Gabriel Mayer
Halevy, from ,
from Sulcha,

dances with the
5th through 8th
grade students.

MIDDLE SCHOOL  JUDAIC STUDIES-
MRS. WESLEY

The Israel Studies Trip to Israel is a highlight of our Israel
Studies curriculum and a great opportunity for students to
experience, first-hand, the Land of the Bible: Eretz Israel.
Most of the Israel Studies classes were concentrating on
preparing for this great experience.

Hebrew
The organizing theme: The People and the Land – introduced the
story of The Flag. The students explored the origin and function
of national symbols. They looked at different flags and learned
about the meaning of the colors and shapes on each one.
Through stories, poems and creative activities the students
examined the link between past and present, the people, and the
land.
Bible – Traveling with the Bible
Before Hanukah, the students explored the magical activities of
the prophet Elijah. Elijah appears in the Bible, Talmud, Mishnah,
Christian Bible and the Qur’an. According to the Books of Kings,
Elijah raised the dead and brought fire down from the sky. Elijah
was born in Tishbai east of the Jordan River, but was mostly
active on the Carmel Mountain. Close to the Israel Study Trip,
the students learned about David, his battle against Goliath in
the Ella Valley, and the establishment of Jerusalem as the capital
city of the kingdom.
Israel Studies 7th Grade/ Israel Studies 8th grade
As part of the preparation for the Israel Studies Trip, the
students’ researched and worked on making the Tour Book
Guide for the trip. Students divided into groups, went through
the itinerary, and found historic and geographic information
about the places they would be visiting. This was a follow-up to
a geographic and topographic unit previously taught.

Conquering Yerushalayim - After ruling Israel from Chevron for
seven years and six months, David decided to pick a new capital.  He
decided that Jerusalem would be the best place for the capital.  Here are
some of the reasons why: Jerusalem wasn’t in any one tribe so no tribe
would be jealous of each other, Jerusalem is located on the junction of
two major roads, and any holy things happened in Yerushalem (Akedat
Yitzchak).  Although there is not much description about how David
conquered it, the commentaries think that he did it in one of these two
ways: he blocked off the water source or put a siege on the city.  Yoav
found a pipe leading into the city.  They entered the city and killed all
of the inhabitants. Now that David has all of the support of everyone
in Israel and has established his own capital he is truly king of
Israel.“And David conquered the city of Zion which is the city of
David”.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL SOCIAL STUDIES –
MRS. HEATH
        It has been a very active and busy trimester for the entire
middle school. Besides continuing with the regular curriculum,
the students were busy researching and preparing their visual
presentations for the annual Geography Fair, as well as
competing in preliminary rounds to qualify for the Geography
Bee, both of which were held on January 13th. Along with the
middle school students, the fourth and fifth graders also
participated in the preliminaries for the bee. All the students did a
wonderful job with especially difficult and challenging questions.
The finalists from each grade were as follows: Grade 4 - Shoshana
Wintman, Grade 5- Kiarra Austin and Talya Hyman, Grade 6
Micah Pava and Noa Pisani, Grade 7 - Carmi Rothberg and Eliana
Yashgur, and Grade 8 - Stephen Freyman and Nate Weissman.
The three finalists were Stephen Freyman, Micah Pava, and Nate
Weissman.  Congratulations to all of them for a job well-done.
  Along with the Geography Bee, all the students at
Heritage participated in creating and preparing some
amazing projects which visually “brought to life” what they were
learning in social studies. From the creations of their own
countries, planets or islands, to the ancient world, to the
countries of China and Japan, to castles and Sherwood Forest
during the Middle Ages in Europe, our auditorium was
resplendent in an array of exhibits which truly exemplified the
diverse and excellent curriculum to which our students are
exposed to at Heritage. Many thanks to all the teachers for their
continued support of the Geography Fair, and special thanks to
Mrs. Susan Shaker (art teacher) for mounting and labeling all
these wonderful exhibits for all to see and enjoy!
   During our Middle School Assembly for Dr. Martin
Luther King Day, the students viewed an excellent power point
presentation prepared by Jessica Faust, Devorah Pava and
Ronen Wesley on the life and times - and especially the hopes
and dreams - of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. This presentation was
a concise and interesting examination not only of his life, but also
of his vision for all people in America. Mazel Tov to these three
youngsters for their well thought-out and excellent mini-
documentary of this most famous American.

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL MATH – MRS. HEATH
      As the year progresses so does the math curriculum.
This trimester the students were working more with
manipulatives, such as compasses, protractors, and fractional
wheels. Besides learning how to apply these manipulatives to
regular math problems, they had also discovered that these tools
may also be used in creating some very original and clever
artistic designs. So math can be fun!

  More challenging and advanced algorithms, using the
basic skills they had already mastered, were also introduced;
along with expanding their knowledge of graphing, factoring and
the metric system. Students worked in pairs to help and
encourage each other , as well as taking turns in “being the
teacher” by creating their own, and I must say even more
challenging, problems for their classmates to solve.

MIDDLE SCHOOL MATH – MRS. LORENZO

ALGEBRA:
What do Algebra and leftovers have in common?
The answer is clearly “FOIL”

In Algebra, this means First-Outer-Inner-Last and is a
method for multiplying polynomials.  And in the world of food,
we have all used foil to cover our leftovers.

For the past few months the Algebra class has not
concentrated on leftovers, but on polynomials.  First, adding and
subtracting, then multiplying using both the distributive property
and the FOIL method.  While multiplying polynomials, students
learned the special patterns of the difference of squares, and
perfect square trinomials.  The next chapter concentrated on un-
FOILing or in more mathematical terms, factoring.  Finding a
common factor, checking for a special pattern, using grouping,
and the trial and error method were all strategies to un-FOIL a
polynomial.  After extensive factoring practice, the students put
their skills to use in solving factorable quadratic equations and
word problems.  We also took a brief look at the use of the
quadratic formula will be studied more extensively later in the
year.

GEOMETRY:

The Geometry students spent most of the past few
months working with polygons and circles.  Using inductive
reasoning and the fact that all triangles have 180 degrees, they
found the formula for determining the number of degrees in any
polygon.  The study of polygons then concentrated on the
different types of quadrilaterals— parallelograms, trapezoids, and
kites.  Parallelograms were especially interesting as the students
learned about the overlapping properties between rectangles,
squares and rhombuses.

After becoming experts on types of polygons, we
moved on to circles.  Although circles were very familiar figures,
the mathematical relationships between their angles, their arcs,
and their segments proved to be quite challenging.  Students
calculated the measures of central angles, inscribed angles,
angles formed by secants and tangents, and angles formed by
intersecting chords.  Segments of circles were also studied, along
with circumference and arc length.
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Another aspect of the Geometry class has been
reinforcement and enrichment of the students’ Algebra skills.
The main topic covered during this marking period was systems
of equations.  These problems were solved graphically, by use of
the substitution method, and by the elimination method.   The
methods were then extended to systems of inequalities and
culminated with a linear programming project.  The project
posters completed by the students are on display in the math
room.

OTHER MATH DEPARTMENT NEWS:

The scores from November’s American Mathematics
Competition, the AMC 8, are in.  Middle school students in the
Pre-Algebra, Algebra, and Geometry classes participated in the
competition by taking a 40 minute, 25 question multiple choice
test designed to promote the development and enhancement of
problem solving skills.  Our school results are:

FIRST PLACE:
Tie between Stephen Freyman and Carmi Rothberg

SECOND PLACE:
 Noa Pisani

THIRD PLACE:
 Five-way tie between  Micah Pava, Erik Scott, Nate Weissman
Eliana Yashgur, and Madison Zeller.

Congratulations to all who participated.  Stephen and Carmi will
have their names added to the AMC 8 School Winner Plaque.

MIDDLE SCHOOL PRE-ALGEBRA -
MR. MASON

The Pre-Algebra class is progressing through the
material and is doing a great job.  The pace has quickened and
material introduced at the beginning of the year is coming back to
help us understand more advanced concepts.  These include:
area calculations using rectangular coordinates, order of
operations, unit multipliers, working with mixed numbers, overall
average, volume, exponents and roots.  The foundation is
steadily being built for higher-level calculations and the students
are working hard to ensure that the material is well understood.

SCIENCE NEWS FROM THE MIDDLE

SCHOOL – MR. MASON

Science continues to be a challenging and exciting class
for all grade levels.  Many Science Fair Projects have begun and
we look forward seeing everyone at the Science Fair on March
24th!

The sixth grade is almost done with their first text
Dynamic Earth, learning about the fundamental theory of earth
science: Plate Tectonics.  Following this “big picture” conceptual
journey, we have moved to using magnifying glasses to learn
about rocks and minerals.  An exciting lab involved learning how
to identify minerals using physical properties.  The formation of
rocks and minerals ties directly back to the rock forming
processes studied earlier in the year.

The seventh graders finished their study of cells by
studying cell processes.  All of their Cell Projects were very
impressive and their effort really showed.  Following the study of
cells, they have moved on to begin their study of the human
body.  They have begun to understand tissues in depth by
performing their first dissection of a chicken wing.  Further
dissections will be conducted in labs; culminating with frog
dissection at the end of the year.

The eighth graders are finishing matter and will soon
move on to chemistry of matter.  The class did an impressive job
studying mixtures, elements and compounds, and has done a
great job understanding atoms in the world of the very, very
small.  We will soon be learning about bonding and chemical
reactions.  The laboratory exercises have been exciting and they
will become increasingly complex as we observe different
chemical reactions.

NEWS FROM THE ART ROOM -
SUSAN SHAKER

After a very successful Geography Fair, Heritage
Academy art students have been busy turning the school into a
winter wonderland.  Grades K-5 have created snow characters,
winter landscapes, and other decor to transform the entrance to
the school.

Now worn out by all of this winter, children in first and
second grade welcomed the opportunity to create large colorful
trees in honor of Tu B’Shevat.  They have really brightened up
the walls of our lunchroom!  Currently, we are working on ocean
scenes, dino-mite dinosaur drawings, Monet landscapes, and
Kandinsky abstract designs, to name a few.  With Purim right
around the corner, we are going to be a busy bunch!



HERITAGE ACADEMY, 594 CONVERSE STREET, LONGMEADOW, MA 01106, (413) 567-1517Page 10

We also have two big art shows coming up.  Heritage
student artwork will be hanging at Kiddly Winks in Longmeadow
in celebration of Youth Art Month, which is in March.  Also, on
Sunday March 22, our artwork will be featured at the Cantor’s
Concert at Temple Beth El in Springfield.  Four cantors
(including our own Cantor Liz Berke) will give a fabulous concert
followed by a reception where our art work will be on display.
This promises to be a wonderful afternoon and a great
opportunity to show off the talented artists of Heritage Academy
to the larger community.  I hope to see many of you there to
share in my pride as people “ooh and ahh” over your children’s
masterpieces.

The year is flying by...but there is still much to be done.
As always, I  enjoy working with your wonderful children.  They
are truly amazing!

LIBRARY CORNER - GERI JOHNSON

HEY! What’s the Library Rule?
LAST NAME FIRST! This proclamation is sung out, and
appropriately choreographed.  We say this because the
arrangement of fiction books is simply the authors’ last name,
arranged alphabetically. Many other things are arranged last
name first, such as names in an index, the telephone book, lists of
people, and of course, searching for an author in the library
catalog,

What’s the second Library Rule? (New this year)
THE SPINE LABEL IS A GPS!  The spine label, or call number,
tells you exactly where to find the book. It is really very easy as
our students have learned. By the way, we are still waiting for a
dance step for the second rule.

SAVE THE DATE! (Even though you already have!)
You already saved the date for Parent/Teacher Conferences,
Wednesday, April 29, and Thursday, April 30.  Be sure to stop in
and visit our Scholastic Book Fair in the auditorium.  Every
purchase you make helps our school, as we receive 40% of the
profits back in books. Last year, we earned about $600 worth of
new books. You may also leave your children there while you go
for the conference.  Please consider helping out during the Book
Fair, especially during the evening hours.  Another opportunity
to help is assisting with the Book Fair set up on Friday, April 24
at 12:30 PM.  Helping with the Book Fair is fun, and you get
mitzvah points and a prezzie. Just ask the librarian!

We continue giving our students a library experience
that allows them to learn about the wonders they can find, to
pursue their interests and needs, and give them something
priceless they can take with them.  This year, grades, K-2 have
the added benefit of being a focus group for prospective PJ
Library books. They have the pleasure of hearing new books
read by the very popular Vivian Newman, and their reaction will
help determine a PJ Library selection.

MUSICAL MUSINGS -
CANTOR ELIZABETH BERKE

As I look out the window on this Tu B’Shevat morning
in February, and see a cardinal flying around the yard I am
reminded that spring is truly on its way.  At the same time, I look
back over these winter weeks and think of the warmth we have
created in the music room as we often end our time together
dancing.  Sometimes, with kindergarten and first grades
especially, I might have an entire class devoted to movement,
exploring the different levels - on the ground, standing and on tip
toes.  We also like to figure out different ways to move our
bodies or body parts – twisting, hopping, jumping, spinning, etc.
One class was almost an aerobics class as we moved to the beat
of Matisyahu’s original Jewish reggae-inspired music.

First and second grades have moved onto creating and
writing down their own rhythms, some of which are displayed on
the board outside of the music room for people to clap, snap, tap
or beat out as they see fit.  In preparation for The Musical
Petting Zoo, we are continuing with instrument identification,
and we will soon be introduced to Beethoven since we will be
visited by the Traveling Lantern Theatre Company for their
production of The Life of Beethoven. This production is for the
kindergarten through fifth grades. Third grade is progressing
with their recorders, even composing their own songs using
certain notes.  Fourth and Fifth grades are learning about
additional composers, and working on sustaining an independent
part in a larger music piece.   After each student created his or her
own rhythm, we made groupings of duets through octets, each
playing his or her own rhythm. It was a challenge for many, and a
good way to be introduced to playing an instrument with its own
line within a larger group.

Cantor Berke with Performing Arts Club Students
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In March the middle school will be going to the
symphony to enjoy hearing the changing of the seasons with
Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons.  As you enjoy a changing view
outside your window, think about how music can help give the
changing landscape sound and expression.  Perhaps you will
want to enjoy the lunchtime concert as well!

Performing Arts Club students (L-R) Rachel, Takara,
 Sol and Talya rehearse a song.

COMPUTER CLASSES- MRS. WESLEY

Computer Classes Kindergarten, First Grade and Third Grade
Kindergarten loves to come to the computer lab and utilize fun
and educational games. You can check also check these out at
home: www.wacona.com (students call it “Turtle Games”)
                                      www.sratfall.com
                                      www.abcya.com
First graders created their own books in a program called KidsPix
and third graders continued to work on Power Point
presentations. They have become great experts!

FIFTH GRADE NEWS - MRS. O’CONNOR

Wow! Can you believe that we are already halfway
through the school year? Fifth grade has been working hard on a
variety of exciting projects. The students have spent much of
their time reading The Witch of Blackbird Pond, writing various

genres, practicing and learning new
math concepts, and learning about
the Civil War.

After finishing The Witch of
Blackbird Pond, the students are
working in small groups to prepare
skits based on the book. In April, we
will go on a field trip to Wethersfield,
Connecticut, the town that the
author, Elizabeth G. Speare, based the
setting of her book on.

Shortly after mid-winter
break, we will begin to read Charley
Skedaddle, a historical fiction book
about the Civil War. Charley, the main
character, seeks to gain revenge on
the Confederates, after his brother is
killed. However, Charley discovers
that the war is not as glorious and
thrilling as he had imagined.

After spending a good
amount of time on the events leading

up to the Civil War, we are now discussing the actual battles.
Students are engaged not only through various reading
materials, but each student is role-playing a particular
“Northerner” or “Southerner” character throughout the unit. At
various points throughout the unit, students will write, act out,
and participate in other activities from their character’s point-of-
view. We will also watch several films and look at artwork from
that time.

During writing period, the students have been focusing
on their individual goals. Some students are working on the
organization of a written piece, while others are focusing on their
writing mechanics. We are also in the midst of a fifth grade
spelling bee.

The math groups continue to strengthen and learn
challenging new math concepts. We also concluded our Friday
math project: “Let’s Have a Party!” Students discovered the
challenges of party planning, such as: budgeting, pricing and
working with large numbers.

We have had an interesting and exciting year thus far
and have many more stimulating activities to look forward to. I
am very proud of what the fifth grade has already accomplished
this year and know that they will continue to do their best.
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FIFTH GRADE JUDAIC STUDIES -
MR. EDRY

For the holiday of Chanukah, we studied about Judah
the Maccabee who writes to the people of Israel and describes
the challenges he faces against the Greeks.  The students
participated in the Chanukah Show and performed a wonderful
play about the different themes that Chanukah represents.  We
visited the JCC preschool and performed a mini-Chanukah Show
with songs and dances.  During Israel’s War in Gaza, we learned
about the conflict between the Israeli’s and Hamas and what
Israel did in order to have peace in the region.  We also
discussed how the Israeli civilians in the south have fifteen
seconds to find a shelter when they hear the siren.

 In fifth grade, we studied the Parashat Hashavua with
the Tal-Am program and we learned about different commentators
who explain the Parsha.  We also learned how every one of us
can have a different explanation for the questions in the Parsha
and many times we find out that the students gave the exact
answers that Rashi or another commentator said.

The fifth graders act like brothers and sisters to the
fourth graders and we have many friendships that have
developed between the fourth and fifth graders.  The fifth
graders are also getting ready to step up to middle school and we
arranged a visiting day for them with the middle school.  In
Chumash, we started the story of the Exodus from Egypt and the
leadership of Moses, the burning bush, and the Ten Plagues.
The new Tal-Am program is helping the students express
themselves in Hebrew orally and in writing and making a strong
connection to our Jewish heritage.

FOURTH GRADE JUDAIC STUDIES -
MR. EDRY

In fourth grade, we are making great progress in the Tal-
Am program.  We studied about Hakitah Hameuchedet and what
can make our class a learning environment. We learned about the
presidential election and the students wrote about our new
President in an elaborate Hebrew paragraph.  During the War in
Gaza, we recited prayers for the Israeli soldiers and civilians who
were under attack by Hamas.  We also learned about the Israeli
soldier who was kidnapped by Hamas in 2006, Gilad Shalit.  For
the community rally at the JCC, in support of Israel’s actions in
the war, the fourth and fifth graders prepared signs and attended
the rally.

Our class rabbi, Rabbi Shapiro, visited our class multiple
times and joined us for the Siyum, conclusion, of the book of
Bereshit. For the Tu B’Shevat Tal-Am unit, we learned about the
nature cycles and also about our responsibility to take care of the
environment.  On Tu B’Shevat, we visited the greenhouse at
Mount Holyoke College where the children learned about

different climates and plants all around the world.  In Chumash,
we are about to finish Parashat Lech-Lecha when Avraham
finishes his journey to the land of Israel and G-d promises him
and his children the land of Israel. We are looking forward to
celebrating the holiday of Purim soon with a lot of joy and
simcha!

FOURTH GRADE GENERAL STUDIES -
MRS. JAMI  ZMURKO

From the completion of our poetry books at Hanukah
time to the Tu’B’Shevat field trip to the Mount Holyoke
Greenhouse, fourth grade has been serious about learning.  Each
day the students make new discoveries and build new ideas, and
they are always ready for new adventures.  Room 2 is filled with
students that are eager to learn.  Just check out the room; you
can see evidence of learning everywhere!  Read on to hear about
some of the exciting work of the fourth grade.

Currently, in instructional reading groups, the students
are reading an historical fiction book titled: Out of Many Waters
by Jacqueline Dembar Greene.  The book takes place during the
mid-1600s and follows a young Jewish girl, named Isobel, as she
escapes the work of the Inquisition.  This book ties into our
study of colonial America as the young girl unexpectedly arrives
in New Amsterdam.  Outside of instructional reading, the
students experience a teacher read-aloud and the current book is
realistic fiction titled: Everything on a Waffle by Polly Horvath.
This book is about a young girl, named Primrose, whose parents
are lost at sea along the coast of British Columbia.  Despite the
evidence, Primrose believes her parents will make it home safely.
Primrose inspires everyone to think positively and to know that it
is okay to “believe in something contrary to the evidence.”
Besides instructional reading and teacher read-aloud, the
students take part in independent reading.  They choose books
that interest them and feel comfortable in reading.  It is important
for students to experience many different books in a variety of
settings.  Reading is everywhere, and it is necessary for students
to receive continued practice and instruction with reading so that
they can become competent readers.

In writing  class, students have been working on a
research project about their family histories of coming to
America.  This is an intensive unit as it runs from the initial
collection of information, to the studying and organizing of
notes, to the drafting of the report, to the final presentation
program.  The students are currently moving into the drafting
phase.  As the students work to learn their individual stories,
they have been collaborating and building a bigger
understanding of immigration to America.  They have been very
mature and thorough in their work, and they want to be accurate
and knowledgeable on the subject.  Recently, the students came
across the word emigrate and were confused.  They were used to
seeing the word immigrate and were wondering what the
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difference was.  The class focused in on the question, and
learned the difference.  Emigrate means leaving a homeland to go
to a foreign country, and immigrate means entering and settling
into a foreign country.  Fourth grade students now realize their
ancestors went from being emigrants to immigrants as they came
to America.  As many students shared, they questioned: “Where
over the Atlantic, did they switch from one to the other?”  After
the completion of the family stories project, the students will be
writing handwritten letters (in cursive) explaining their
achievements as learners.  These letters will be mailed home.

The above examples are just a sampling of what we do
in the fourth grade.  To learn more about the fourth grade, it’s
important to hear from the students themselves.  Here’s what
they have to say:

“On December 23, my class sent home our poetry
books.  I am very proud of that, because I worked very
hard to write all the poems and draw all the pictures.”  -
Zev

“On January 19, I did very good spelling the word
eloquent during word identification.  I was very proud
of myself.” - Shachar

“I am proud of myself when I do my spelling and my
vocabulary, because I’ve been studying, and studying
brings you a long way in school.”  - Danny

“I like getting better at math, especially division and
facts.  I like how someone explains it to you.”
- Marin

“I am really proud of my improvements in math, because
math is getting easier for me, and I like doing math, and
that helps too!” - Eden

“I am very proud of my poverty report that I am making
in English swing period.  I have learned a lot about what
poverty is, what causes poverty, and much more.  I’m
also proud of the way I have made my display.  I’m very
excited to put it in the hallway.” - Shoshi

“These past few months, we (the fourth graders) have
done some very great things, but my favorite is the
vocabulary tests.  I always love taking them, because
it’ s so much fun to take home your book and study for
the test on Friday.  I always study, and I always go over
the words twice a day.  After I take the test, I always feel
great and all that studying effort really pays off to a
high grade.” - Alexandra

“I am proud of my poverty project, because I think I
took my time to think it out.” - Zachary

“I’m proud of my vocabulary, because I always do well
on the tests.” - Eitan

“In January/ February, I’ve been doing well with my
family stories project.  Soon, I’ll be writing my report.”
 - Ayelet

“I enjoy studying for spelling, and I enjoy working with
maps.  I also like sharing my background knowledge.”
 - Gabriel

“I have been enjoying reading this year.  I like using
Read and Reflect, because it helps me understand my
books even  better.” - Miriam

Fourth Grade Performing Arts Club members (L to R) Zach,
Danny and Shoshi with their puppets.

THIRD GRADE JUDAIC STUDIES-
MORAH HOFIT –

Kitah Gimel had a busy and exciting third semester. In
Hebrew class, we learned question words and improved our
vocabulary. We had interesting conversations about the
situation in Israel and the students asked important questions. In
Judaic class, we learned about the customs and mitzvoth for
Hanukkah. We made beautiful decorations for the windows and
made dreidels. We gave an amazing performance at the
Hanukkah Show and enjoyed every moment.

On Tu B’Shevat, we learned about cycles in nature and
we led a variety of learning activities with the children from
grades kindergarten through fifth. We made flowers out of fruits,
decorated flower-pots, made a Tu B’Shevat Seder Plate, and so
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Morah Hofit and her proud third graders with their Chumashim.

much more.
During swing period, we mark Shabat Mevarchim every

month. We also learn about important people in the bible; we
have already learned about Abraham and Isaac.

In Chumash (bible) class, we started B’reshit and made
a clock demonstrating the days of creation. The most exciting
event was the Chumash Party. We sang, danced, enjoyed – and
received beautiful books.

During the last weeks, we have acquired new friends
among the residents at Glenmeadow. We visited the residents
twice; played with them, talked with them and just had an overall

THIRD GRADE NEWS- MS. STOKES
The third grade is a busy place to be.  In social studies,

we have begun a unit on the Native Americans.  The students
are learning about the similarities and differences between the
lifestyles of the various tribes from different regions of the
United States.  The children have written their own original
Native American legends, as well as stories using Native
American pictographs.  After February vacation, each child will
get to choose a tribe to learn about and build a miniature village.
As a culminating activity we are taking a field trip to the
Mashantucket Pequot Museum on April 24th.

In math, we are learning multiplication and division.  We
continue to have the daily Math Meeting .The children enjoy
discussing and sharing the Problem and Number Sentence of the

Day.  On Fridays, we have a math lab where the children can
utilize the skills learned throughout the week with hands-on
activities.  The children recently became detectives in solving a
math word problem mystery.  The class enjoyed working together
to discuss a variety of possibilities and used the proper math
strategies to solve the mystery.  Now that’s great detective work!

The children have also been completing book reports on
their daily reading books.  In reading groups, we are reading The
Indian in the Cupboard and Rent a Third Grader. Each group has
been working cooperatively and completing comprehension
questions to clarify their understanding.

National Poetry Month is in April and we will do a unit
on poetry.  The children will not only write their own poetry, but
we will have weekly poetry readings as well.  It is important for
the children to not only learn how to express their feelings
through writing poetry, but to summarize their feelings after
reading and hearing poetry.

The third grade has many activities to work on and to
look forward to.  They are working hard and are becoming
independent learners.

SECOND GRADE NEWS - MRS. KRAMER

Our 2nd grade classroom is filled with all sorts of
dinosaurs!  We have a large library of books in our room about
dinosaurs and each day you can find many children at the
science center either reading, doing dinosaur puzzles, or just
play acting with some of the “dingo” toys.

 In reading group, we have just completed a Tree House
Mystery novel by Mary Pope Osborne called, Dinosaurs Before
Dark.  Through the reading and discussion of this novel, the
children have learned many interesting words and facts about
these extinct creatures. After vacation we will begin another
chapter book pertaining to dinosaurs called The Talking T-Rex.
Hopefully, we will be taking a field trip to the Springfield Science

Museum in March to see the new exhibit called: Reptiles,
Dinosaurs, and Birds. After vacation each child will choose a
dinosaur to do a research report about. They are all very excited
about this project.

In math, most of the children have mastered the addition
facts to 20, counting money using pennies, nickels, and dimes,
reading a thermometer, a graph, and different strategies for
solving math word problems. The students are beginning to learn
re-grouping with addition and the subtraction facts to 20.  Each
morning, we continue to have Math Meeting where the children
review the calendar, patterns, telling time, counting money, and
discussing different strategies to solve word problems. Their
favorite part of the meeting is thinking of a number sentence for
the Number of the Day.  Many of the children can come up with
very complex sentences: for example:  #22...  (5x2) + (10 + 2) =
22!!!! Math Meeting is a time of excitement and exploration.

The 2nd graders had a lot of fun reading a chapter book
for their first book report.  The students had to make a “mini”
book, using a teacher-provided format, about the book that they
had read. Before vacation we were invited into the kindergarten
where each 2nd grader got to read his/her “mini” book to the
children.  Everyone felt a great sense of accomplishment and
pride!
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We still have many exciting things to look forward to
this year.  Upon completion of the Dinosaur Unit, we will be
studying Magnets, followed by Life Cycles.  The 2nd graders will
have the opportunity to experience this life event in our own
classroom. We will have an incubator filled with eggs and
hopefully through our “tender, loving, care, and the right
environment” the eggs will hatch into baby chicks!

Every Friday following Kabbalat Shabbat, we have
Open Circle.  This seems to be a favorite activity for the children.
Hopefully each child has been discussing what he/she has
learned over your Shabbat table.

Feel free to stop in a see all the wonderful things
happening in room 6!

SECOND GRADE JUDAIC STUDIES–
MORAH IDIT

It is cold outside but warm here in our classroom and in
our hearts…

In the second grade we were busy for the last several
months learning about daily life in a class; using only the Hebrew
language. For example: the items we have in the classroom and in
our backpacks, Hebrew instructions, and more. Also, the
students wrote their own book titled: “What can I do by
Myself?” in Hebrew. The results were outstanding. The students
shared their books with their classmates and were very proud of
them. Recently, the students are exploring a new Hebrew
vocabulary topic: “My Daily Routine”. We are exploring how we
wake up in the morning, get ready for school, and get dressed in
appropriate cloths dependent on the whether. In this unit, the
students are significantly enriching their Hebrew vocabulary.

During Chanukah, the students learned the historic
Chanukah story and lots of customs and laws along with
beautiful songs. The children worked hard to learn and perform a
wonderful dance with candles for the Chanukah Show, and they

were very excited to perform it on the stage. They also made a
wonderful project for Chanukah: a colorful menorah to light at
home with their families.

We have the pleasure to learn words of wisdom from
our class rabbi, Amy Wallk-Katz, who joins us from time to time
for Kabbalat Shabbat on Friday afternoons. During this time the
children learn a Jewish value from the Shabbat story we share.

On Tu B’Shevat (Rosh Hashanah for the trees), we
learned about different kinds of trees, different kind of fruits, and
products that we can make out of the fruits. Of course, there
were many new songs. The students enjoyed fun activities in
class regarding Tu B’Shevat, such as making fruit salad,
squeezing orange juice, and baking apple cake. As a conclusion
for this unit, every student explored a different type of tree,
wrote about the tree, and was very proud to share the
information with his/her classmates.

FIRST GRADE NEWS – MRS. Z.

The first grade class has been full of excitement and
learning. We have learned all of our math facts, both addition
and subtraction to 10. We have learned about odd and even
numbers. We know how to count by 2’s, 5’s and 10’s…..just ask
us to tell you. We like to play money bingo and addition bingo. If
you have any change you would liked counted, we can do it.

We are reading and writing and enjoying many
different kinds of books. We went upstairs to the middle school
and heard stories they wrote.  Next time we are going to help

First Grade visiting the Springfield Museum’s exhibit about Japan.

Mr. Josh Weiss speaks to Second Graders about his experiences in Africa.
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draw the illustrations for the stories. We celebrated Day 100 with
Kindergarten. We just loved all the fun activities! (See the
kindergarten write-up.)

We have been very busy in social studies. We learned
about Martin Luther King Jr., Groundhog Day, and Presidents
Day. We know that we will have 6 more weeks of winter if
Punxsutawney Phil’s forecast is correct. Did you know
that Martin Luther King Jr. was a man who worked to
make all men free and equal?  We learned that George
Washington was the 1st president and that Abraham
Lincoln walked many miles just to borrow books to read
so he could learn many things. We hope you enjoyed
seeing all of our things on display at the Geography
Fair. Learning about Japan was fun.  We decided that we
liked writing English letters the best. Japanese letters are
just too hard to do.

In science, we are learning about magnets and
magnetic force.  We love playing at the magnet center
and finding out all the different things magnets can do.

We are enjoying our winter vacation and can’t
wait to share our stories when we get back to school.

FIRST GRADE JUDAIC STUDIES -
MORAH IDIT

It is hard to believe, but it is already February. It is a
great pleasure to observe the outstanding progress that the
children in Kita Alef are doing in Hebrew and Judaic Studies.
Hebrew is the primary language we use in the class, and the
students express themselves in Hebrew. Our day starts with a
delightful song about the days of the week (which just recently,
the students started to lead by themselves), then a song and
discussion about the daily weather. Then we pray. It is a pleasure
to hear first grade pray every morning with enthusiasm and
happiness. Every week we learn a new part of the Tefilla – it’s
impressive to see how fast they learn…

The students just finished the unit of Ariot 3, and they
mastered basic Hebrew skills such as: recognizing letters,
sounds, reading stories, writing, talking and following Hebrew
instructions. The students’ Hebrew vocabulary has expanded
tremendously every day. The students benefit from beautiful and
colorful software, which teachs them Hebrew through songs,
games and other activities.

For Chanukah, the students learned the story of the
holiday, Hebrew songs and the Dreydal Dance, which they
preformed beautifully at the Chanukah Show. The students
designed candle boxes to use at home. During the Tu B’Shevat
(Rosh Hashanah for the trees) Unit, the students learned many
new Hebrew words which were connected to trees and
environmentalism. The students role-played being trees, and
every student presented the tree’s body parts. They wrote about
trees and they made a beautiful display in the hallway.

The unit of Shabbat is one of the highlights in the class.
The students experience Shabbat through the activities in the
class and through the Kabbalat Shabbat session we have every
Friday. We sing new songs, hear Shabbat stories and the
Parashat Shavuahn (weekly Torah portion). We have the
pleasure to learn words of wisdom from our class Rabbi Amy

Wallk-Katz, who often joins us for our weekly Kabbalat Shabbat
celebration on Friday afternoons. Our most recent unit for
Shabbat was about challah (bread). We explored the meaning of
challah in Judaism, along with stories and songs. We concluded
this unit by baking our own challot. The students loved it and
were very excited to eat it all up!

First graders making challah.

THE 411 FROM KINDERGARTEN –
GAN YELADIM

MS. FRAN AND MORAH TALI

By the time you read this newsletter Punxatawney Phil
will have seen his shadow and Mrs. Z and her first grade class will
have joined us for The First 100 Days of School festivities.  The
children took part in making a yummy, but not so healthy snack, a
craft, 100 seconds of clapping, balancing on 1 leg, jumping up and
down, putting socks and shoes on and tying them within the time
frame, and hearing a story.  In science, the boys and girls have
been learning about the 5 Senses.  Pretzels and standing barefoot
on the carpet and floor stirred up the senses, and brought on lots
of giggles.  Taking turns being blindfolded, given an object to
hold, and having the remaining senses work harder especially
touch/feel, helped the little scientists more easily understand how
the brain processes information and thinks about what the object
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could be.  Pairing up to observe each other’s pupils with the lights
on and off, graphing eye color, and writing and illustrating in a
journal incorporated skills across the curriculum.
February is Dental Health Month and the perfect time to introduce
to Kindergarten students the importance of practicing proper
dental hygiene even on school day mornings when time is more
limited.  Ongoing discussions and storybooks about nutrition
bring this topic to the surface.  Wiser choices for snacks such as
fruits, vegetables, raisins, and nuts.. are some fares the children
are eating to receive a check, accumulate, and take a trip to the
prize box.  This incentive will continue indefinitely.

Comparing a seesaw to a balance scale and giving each
child a role in a playground scenario helped explain how the scale
worked.  Holding and contrasting 2 same sized containers of
different weights, and predicting which one was heavier brought a
bit of drama when the actual weighing took place.  This type of
measurement introduced a new concept in our Saxon Math
program.

Creating a pop–up book, containing 6 b’rachot (bless-
ings), about a variety of foods concluded our unit.  The banim
and banot (boys and girls), recite them daily before snack time
and earn a sticker on their mitzvah chart, an accomplishment they
are proud of.  We are moving forward in the aleph, bet, the
Hebrew alphabet, and recently taught the letter “nun” including
“nun sofit” (final nun).  Frequent review keeps skills fresh and is
preparing gan yeladim for work in the 2nd Nitzanim Book.  For Tu
B’Shevat, a less familiar chag (holiday), our students learned
about the 7 species.  “If you could create an imaginary tree what
would it be?” was a question gan was asked to think about.  The
responses included: Barbie, ice cream, decorations, rainbows,
socks, giants, and handcuffs.  A torn paper technique was used to
construct the tree, while stickers and cut-out, hand-drawn
illustrations embellished it.  Finally, each child used inventive
spelling to write about his/her tree.  The final products were very
unique. Chag Purim is just around the corner and Pesach after
that.

Travis shows off his edible chanukiah.

Mitchell and Abby work with fingerpaints.

Fifith grader Julia and her “reading buddies” at the JCC Preschool.


