June 6, 2008

3 sivan 5768

Dear Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Grade Parents,

It has been five years since the inauguration of the Annual Awards Assembly at Heritage Academy. I have received both praise and criticism regarding the event. I have listened to all voices and have taken many suggestions under serious consideration. Therefore, after careful reflection and discussion with the faculty, I have decided to change much of the event this year. After two years of the new format, I will re-evaluate and see where we are.
The new name of the event is: A Celebration of Excellence. The number of awards and categories has been curtailed. Awards that are named and have historical significance and limited awards in major categories will continue. Recognition for participation in or on the Student Council, Performing Arts Club, Destination Imagination, Sheat Chesed, will also be made. Awards for achievement on standardized tests will be held at a separate program, by invitation, in the fall. Classroom teachers will explain these changes to students prior to the assembly. 

Parents of students receiving awards will receive a separate invitation to attend. Of course, anyone who wishes to celebrate the accomplishments of our students is welcome to be there. The Celebration of Excellence will be held on Friday, June 20th, 2008 at 9:00 A.M. in the Heritage Academy auditorium. [Please note change of time.]
I will continue to take input and reflect on the correct balance of acknowledging our students of excellence and maintaining a meaningful and purposeful event.  

Sincerely,

Dr. Deborah R. Starr

Head of School
